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Watch:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qc3U_3Wrtn8 

================================================================================== 

 

               Inviting all to COME to Christ, GROW in faith, and GO change the world 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of John  
The Tomb 

I got a text this morning from Terry Ogle. He and his wife Anita are on a mission trip in the 

Philippines for a month and he received word that his dad is having heart issues. Please pray for 

them. 

A friend of mine was getting ready to start a church. He worked at the Board of Trade and resigned 

his position in order to plant a church in New Jersey. Upon hearing the news, a co-worker came up 

to him and whispered, “I am a Christian too.” Like it was a secret.  

How often do I not take advantage of an opportunity to be a blessing to someone in the name of 

Christ? Do we have moments in our own life when we’re the same way, like secret Christians? Can 

you think of instances where you wish you would’ve been a little more bold? Or not been silent? All 

of us can relate to that in some way. There is a growth process that takes place where we grow bold 

in our witness. 

As we turn to John Chapter 19, we’re going to see a group of men that were ‘secret’ disciples of 

Jesus.  

John 19:28-42 (above) 

John 19:28-42 – After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be 

fulfilled, saith, I thirst. 
29

 Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and they filled a spunge with vinegar, and put it upon 

hyssop, and put it to his mouth. 
30

 When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his 

head, and gave up the ghost. 
31

 The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should not remain upon 

the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an high day,) besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and 

that they might be taken away. 
32

 Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other which was 

crucified with him. 
33

 But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs: 
34

 But one 

of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water. 
35

 And he that saw it bare 

record, and his record is true: and he knoweth that he saith true, that ye might believe. 
36

 For these things were done, that 

the scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be broken. 
37

 And again another scripture saith, They shall look 

on him whom they pierced. 
38

 And after this Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the 

Jews, besought Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave. He came therefore, and took 

the body of Jesus. 
39

 And there came also Nicodemus, which at the first came to Jesus by night, and brought a mixture of 

myrrh and aloes, about an hundred pound weight. 
40

 Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with 

the spices, as the manner of the Jews is to bury. 
41

 Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden; and in the 

garden a new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid. 
42

 There laid they Jesus therefore because of the Jews' 

preparation day; for the sepulchre was nigh at hand.” 
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Secret Disciples  

 

Let’s first look at these two secret disciples. 

Joseph of Arimathaea 

It is interesting that the story of Joseph appears in all four gospels. We see he was a disciple of 

Jesus, but for a period of time he did so secretly. Why? 

Fear of the Jews (John 19:38a) 

John 12:42-43 – “Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on him; but because of 

the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue: 43 For they 

loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.” 

The Pharisees did not confess him publicly. This fear of the Jews is tied to Joseph being fearful of 

being excommunicated from the synagogue. He believed, but he wouldn’t publicly proclaim that in 

the open to anyone because he didn’t want to be expelled from the synagogue. Understand that at 

that time, their entire life revolved around their place of worship. It was a part of their life, their 

community. Joseph was one of the leaders in that synagogue. 

Rich Man (Matthew 27:57) 

 

Not only did he have fear in his heart, that fear was tied to loving the praise of man more than the 

praise of God. He was also wealthy; he was a rich man. The fear is also how it would affect his 

pocketbook. He was an esteemed person of the community; there was a fear of losing his stuff. 

Power of Publicly Following Christ (Mark 15:43) 
 

Joseph was an honourable counselor. He was a member of the san hedron. It was comprised of 70 

different men that held those positions. Joseph is one of those people. Not only was he wealthy, he 

was powerful. When he goes in to Pilate to ask for the body of Jesus, he goes boldly. He had some 

clout.  

Luke 23:50 - “And, behold, there was a man named Joseph, a counsellor; and he was a good man, 

and a just:” 

He was a good and just man. When they tried Christ and found him guilty and worthy of crucifixion, 

he didn’t consent; he withheld his consent. At the trial of Christ, he was at least willing not to crucify 

Christ.  

Mark 15:43 - “Joseph of Arimathaea, an honourable counsellor, which also waited for the kingdom 

of God, came, and went in boldly unto Pilate, and craved the body of Jesus.” 
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Luke 23:50-51 – “And, behold, there was a man named Joseph, a counsellor; and he was a good 

man, and a just: 51 (The same had not consented to the counsel and deed of them;) he was of 

Arimathaea, a city of the Jews: who also himself waited for the kingdom of God.” 

Nicodemus 

John 19:39 - “And there came also Nicodemus, which at the first came to Jesus by night, and 

brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about an hundred pound weight.” 

You may be more familiar with this individual. He had maybe the most famous of conversations with 

Jesus in John Chapter 3.  

John 3:1-2 – “There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: 2 The 

same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from 

God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him.” 

Nicodemus is similar to Joseph of Arimathaea. Why did he come at nighttime? He’s Nic at Night! He 

doesn’t want anybody to see him showing up so he goes at night. Look at John Chapter 7. 

John 7:50-52 – “Nicodemus saith unto them, (he that came to Jesus by night, being one of them,) 51 

Doth our law judge any man, before it hear him, and know what he doeth? 52 They answered and 

said unto him, Art thou also of Galilee? Search, and look: for out of Galilee ariseth no prophet.” 

The leaders are having a conversation about what to do about Jesus. Nicodemus is one of the 

rulers. He’s trying to stand up for Jesus and ask if they’re going to convict Him before He gets a fair 

trial. He gets chastised a bit, doesn’t he?  

These two ‘secret disciples’ have some similar reasons as to why they are secret disciples. Fear, 

material possessions, the positions they had, the power they had … hold them back from publicly 

declaring Christ. We all have fear like that, don’t we? We sometimes live our Christian faith out in 

secret because we’re worried what others might think of us. That fear keeps us from being bold in 

our witness. 

Proverbs 29:25 - “The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust in the LORD shall 

be safe.” 

Are we more concerned with what others think about us rather than what God thinks about us? 

Luke 18:22-23 – “Now when Jesus heard these things, he said unto him, Yet lackest thou one thing: 

sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and 

come, follow me. 23 And when he heard this, he was very sorrowful: for he was very rich.” 

1Corinthians 1:26 - “For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, 

not many mighty, not many noble, are called:” 

The western modern church has all of our needs met. Because of that we are lukewarm. God 

doesn’t like lukewarm! Our fear of losing our comforts holds us back from following Christ with all of 

our heart. 
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We’ve got no issue with talking about what team we root for or what foods we like, but we 

sometimes fear talking about Jesus. God is longsuffering … He wants us to be more bold, but He 

allows us time to grow through that. What a gracious God we serve! 

Something changed, didn’t it? They aren’t hiding it any more. They get the body off of the Cross … 

that’s public, that’s not secret. They are willing to pay for that … what changed? What gives? If you 

look at the life of the disciples, one of the things you notice is when Christ is crucified, they scatter, 

they flee. You wouldn’t describe them as being brave, bold and courageous. But then you read 

about them boldly and openly proclaiming Christ … what changed? The resurrection. He was dead 

and now He’s alive. That resurrection gave them a boldness. It shows there is a victory. We can be 

bold and proclaim Jesus is the Son of God and we can be saved when we put our faith and trust in 

Him. 

What about these guys? It wasn’t the resurrection, it hadn’t happened yet. It was the crucifixion.  

These guys were the elite, the wealthy. The crucifixion has a change in their life; they saw a King, a 

Messiah, die with no fear and with graciousness and forgiveness in His heart.  

Crucifixion 

 

Isaiah 50:7 - “For the Lord GOD will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded: therefore have I 

set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed.” 

Jesus is unafraid and unashamed. He isn’t filled with bitterness or anger, He’s filled with love and 

forgiveness. They saw that. They saw a King willing to sacrifice all and become poor so that we 

might be rich in Him. 

2Corinthians 8:9 - “For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for 

your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.” 

These wealthy individuals are standing at the foot of the Cross and watching the Lord be crucified … 

that changed them. They saw a King Who was worthy of honour, glory and majesty make Himself a 

servant. 

Matthew 20:27-28 – “And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant: 28 Even as 

the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for 

many.” 

Jesus turned that paradigm on its head. Jesus said in my kingdom if you want to be great, you’ve 

got to serve. He wasn’t concerned with holding onto His position! These guys are worried about their 

status … but they’re looking at Him and seeing He is not fearful of losing what He has. 

As Joseph of Arimathaea is watching Him on the Cross, do you think he’s thinking back to John 

Chapter 3? As He is lifted up, He’s drawing all men unto Himself.  

John 3:14 - “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be 

lifted up:” 
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They saw a man Who was willing to give it all up for them.  

Public Followers 

 

They are no longer secret in following Jesus, are they? They are no longer coming by night but are 

coming by day and are willing to pay the price, whatever the price is. Look at the things they are 

willing to do for Christ. 

John 19:41 - “Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden; and in the garden a 

new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid.” 

Joseph was willing to give Jesus a tomb.  

Matthew 27:60 - “And laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock: and he rolled 

a great stone to the door of the sepulchre, and departed.” 

It wasn’t just any tomb, it was Joseph’s tomb. Jesus was buried where Joseph was supposed to be 

buried, just like He died and was buried for us. This tomb is located in a garden. That’s where this 

whole mess started, in a garden. It is about to be fixed and He’s going to make it all right. 

I wonder if Joseph hadn’t been brave enough to intervene what would’ve happened concerning the 

resurrection. Typically those crucified were buried in a mass grave. Joseph’s act of willingness to 

give what was his to Christ made a huge difference. 

Isaiah 53:9 - “And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he 

had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.” 

John 19:40 - “Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the spices, as 

the manner of the Jews is to bury.” 

Joseph wrapped Jesus’ body in linen cloths. 

Mark 15:46 - “And he bought fine linen, and took him down, and wrapped him in the linen, and laid 

him in a sepulchre which was hewn out of a rock, and rolled a stone unto the door of the sepulchre.” 

These weren’t linen cloths he had lying around the house, he bought them. It cost him! He has now 

given his tomb to Jesus, bought some fine linen cloth. Isn’t it interesting that Jesus was wrapped in 

cloths when He was born and now he was wrapped in cloths when He died. He was born of a virgin 

and laid in ‘virgin’ tomb. 

John 19:39 - “And there came also Nicodemus, which at the first came to Jesus by night, and 

brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about an hundred pound weight.” 

I did some research and found that the typical amount of myrrh, aloes and spices that were used to 

keep the odors down was 20 pounds. He brings 5 times that. Expensive! Very expensive and heavy! 

It cost him. He is willing to pay that price. He knows Jesus is worthy. Sometimes we look for the 

least amount we can do so that we don’t look like an idiot. Are we willing to give it all for Him? He 

shows His love for Christ in this act. 
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They are about to lose their jobs for their faith. They are about to lose their source of income and 

possibly many of the relationships in their life. They are willing to give it all. Christ is worthy! Not only 

that, but by the very act of taking that dead body off of the Cross, they defiled themselves. They 

would not be allowed to keep the Passover because they touched a dead body. They didn’t care 

because Jesus was the Lamb of God, the Passover. 

Numbers 19:11 - “He that toucheth the dead body of any man shall be unclean seven days.” 

Numbers 9:6 - “And there were certain men, who were defiled by the dead body of a man, that they 

could not keep the passover on that day: and they came before Moses and before Aaron on that 

day:” 

How much honour do you bestow upon Jesus? 

Does our life reflect the lip service we give when we say we love Him? 

 

These very acts show their love for Jesus and how much they honoured Him as the Son of God. 

How much honour do you bestow upon Jesus? How much do you love Jesus? I know we say it, but 

does our life reflect the lip service we give when we say we love Him? Do we give Him the honour 

that is due the Son of God? 

For all of eternity, what they did is recorded in Scripture. That’s not why they did it, but that’s what 

happened. They were willing to pay the price and perform these acts of love and honour, and as a 

result of that, their names are in this Book for all of us to read. 

Saul … Paul … was zealous in his faith. Look at Philippians Chapter 3. Paul was a Pharisee of the 

tribe of Benjamin. Some speculate he was on his way to being the head of all of the Sanhedrin 

because of his zealousness. He had everything … wealth, power, influence. Notice what he says 

here -- 

Philippians 3:8 - “Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge 

of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but 

dung, that I may win Christ,” 

Paul came to a point in his life that he would count all things for loss in order to grow in his 

relationship with the Lord. He wanted to know him more and more. He was willing to walk away from 

everything in order to pursue Christ. 

We might think that these guys are so far above where we are, how can we learn anything from 

them? They had the same challenges and struggles that we do ... fear of losing face or reputation if 

we live out our faith in a bold way. We have the same struggles that they did. Maybe you’re not 

there in your walk yet, but let God keep changing you, keep showing you. These guys had a 

moment, the crucifixion, when they realized Jesus was the Messiah and He was giving it all up for 

them. He laid Himself down as a servant and ransom for them. A moment like that is a necessity. 

There’s going to come a moment in your life where you look at Jesus and realize He laid it all down 

for you; and He wasn’t afraid; He suffered horribly but He wasn’t afraid.  
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I don’t know what it’s going to take for you, but you will realize what He did for you and it will change 

you; it will change the way you interact with people, the way you navigate through trials … you will 

view Him as the One that is worthy. You will see Him high and lifted up. You will be willing to count 

your body as a living sacrifice. 

Christianity isn’t about showing up at church every week. Jesus is certainly worthy of more than an 

hour every Sunday morning, isn’t He? God Almighty … willing to lay it all down for us. Now He’s 

inviting us to serve Him with this life that we have; to be willing to count the cost and pay the price 

associated with that. 

 

If you’re not saved, you are under the wrath of God and bound for eternal condemnation. It all begins with a 

relationship with Jesus. If there’s anyone who doesn’t know Jesus as Saviour, God has made a way for you 

to be saved through Jesus Christ. It requires humility. Our goal is to be able to stand before God with a clear 

conscience. Scripture says that every single one of us were the enemies of God. Guess what God did? He 

loved you, He blessed you. Why? So that the goodness of God would lead us to repentance; so we could 

become a child of God.  

The consequence of sin is death. Nothing sinful can be in God’s presence. Jesus came for the purpose of 

making a path back to God. He is the only way to heaven. We can have eternal life through Jesus Christ. If 

you don’t have that assurance of spending eternity in heaven, if you’ve never trusted Christ as your Saviour, 

Click here for information on how to spend eternity in heaven.  

Jesus has the ability to breathe life into your dead soul by trusting Him as Your Saviour, by confessing, 

repenting and calling upon His name to save you. If you do that, you can know you have eternal life (1John 

5:13).  

 

Weekly Challenge: 

 

  

Philippians 3:8 

  

  

John 20 

 

“Grant me the courage and boldness I need to be an unashamed and public disciple of Jesus.”  

 

 

Show your love for Christ this week in a way that cost you something. 

Not giving out of your abundance or giving God your leftover time, but doing something that costs you, 

something as simple as skipping my $6/day coffee money and giving it to missions. Maybe you like to sleep, 

but you get up early to spend more time in God’s Word. Maybe you share the gospel even though it might 

cost you your reputation. Money, comfort, position … be willing to pay the price that we often proclaim. 

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Romans-5-10/
https://www.gracebaptistls.com/salvation
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-John-5-13/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-John-5-13/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Philippians-3-8/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/John-Chapter-20/
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   I Saw the Light   

 

GraceBaptistLS.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The preceding notes were taken from a sermon by Brad Nelson, Pastor of Grace Baptist Church in Lee's Summit, Missouri.  The notes are in 

no way endorsed by Pastor Nelson, but are shared for the benefit of furthering God's kingdom. Feel free to share with anyone you are led by 

the Spirit to do so. Any errors or discrepancies contained in this document, although not intended, are those of the transcriber. 

†    Father, we come into Your presence and ask that You would work on our hearts. You are so good, so patient 

with us. I look back at the times I wish I would have been more bold for You, more public in my faith. I pray You 

would change us; help us to recognize the price that was paid for our salvation ... help us to come to know that 

more and more ... You alone are worthy! Please break our hearts and change us. We are here humbly in Your 

presence and pray that Your Spirit would fill us and change us for Your glory; that we can spend the rest of our 

day contemplating what You did for us. Show us this week how we might be able to show You that we love and 

honour You. Open those doors and help us be faithful to go through them. 

We give Jesus all the honour, glory and praise and ask all of these things in the name of our Saviour. Amen.    †   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a5JclaMW1CQ
https://www.gracebaptistls.com/

