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Watch:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2uefUnLAPc0          

================================================================================== 

 

               Inviting all to COME to Christ, GROW in faith, and GO change the world 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 

The Well - Part Twelve  

John 4:3-19 (above) 

This is the story of Jesus going to Samaria to Jacob’s well, where He meets a woman there. He 

knows that the woman is going to be at the well when he shows up. He’s making a point to be at 

that location at the time when she is there. What a blessing that is … to know that God is concerned 

with where we are and He has a divine appointment in our lives to show up in our time of need.  

 

That’s how God works … He will put somebody in your life to show up exactly at the time you need. 

Jesus had a divine appointment with this lady. It says Jesus was weary … He’s tired, He’s thirsty … 

it speaks to the humanity of His life, doesn’t it? We tend to think He never had problems or pain. 

He’s been walking all day in the hot, middle-eastern sun, but even in the midst of his tiredness, He 

has time for someone else. That should be instructive for us. When our focus tends to be self, in 

those moments we should always be aware of those divine appointments God has for us. 

 

John 4:3-19 -“He left Judaea, and departed again into Galilee. 
4
 And he must needs go through Samaria. 

5
 Then 

cometh he to a city of Samaria, which is called Sychar, near to the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. 
6
 

Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on the well: and it was about the 

sixth hour. 
7
 There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink. 

8
 (For his disciples 

were gone away unto the city to buy meat.) 
9
 Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, 

askest drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans. 
10

 Jesus answered 

and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have 

asked of him, and he would have given thee living water. 
11

 The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw 

with, and the well is deep: from whence then hast thou that living water? 
12

 Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which 

gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his children, and his cattle? 
13

 Jesus answered and said unto her, 

Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again: 
14

 But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall 

never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life. 
15

 The 

woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, neither come hither to draw. 
16

 Jesus saith unto her, Go, 

call thy husband, and come hither. 
17

 The woman answered and said, I have no husband. Jesus said unto her, Thou hast 

well said, I have no husband: 
18

 For thou hast had five husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in that 

saidst thou truly. 
19

 The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet.” 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2uefUnLAPc0
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/John-4-3_4-19/
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He sits down by Jacob’s well and a woman comes with a large pot. The time of day when she 

comes is instructive. Every single word in the Bible is instructive and is there for a reason. It says 

she came out at this hour … our 6th hour would be 6am but the Jewish clock started at 6am, so that 

would be about noontime. Typically at that time, women would come out as a group in the morning 

when it was cool outside because they had to carry those pots of water back. The fact that she’s 

coming out at noon, the hottest portion of the day, and the fact that she’s by herself is significant. 

She has been ostracized by the people and she has a parched soul. Turn to Psalms Chapter 42. 

 

 

Psalms 42:1-2 – “(To the chief Musician, Maschil, for the sons of Korah.) As the hart panteth after 

the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God. 2 My soul thirsteth for God, for the living 

God: when shall I come and appear before God?” 

This is a spiritual thirst. “Living God” … it is significant and we’ll look at that in a minute. 

Back to John Chapter 4 -- The woman doesn’t want to be with the other women. Jesus asks her a 

question, and the woman asks Him a question. The women intermarried with the Gentile people and 

wouldn’t have any dealings with the Samaritans. This woman is part of a rejected people group, and 

was even ostracized from that group, from her own Samaritan people. 

Verse 10 – Jesus commonly operates this way … someone will ask Him a question and He goes off 

in a totally different direction. He doesn’t respond to her question but He responds to her real need. 

He was saying, If you knew Who I was, you would ask if I would give you some living water. The 

Psalmist was searching for the Living God. Notice He says if thou knewest the gift of God … like in 

Ephesians 2:8-9 … the gift of God. God has brought the gift of eternal life to humanity and He says 

all you’ve got to do is ask and I’ll give it to you. Do you know how you get saved? how you drink 

from the well of living water? All you’ve got to do is ask and He’ll give it to you by grace.  

 

 

Jesus is talking about something spiritual but she is thinking he is talking about something 

physical. Verse 12 – once again, Jesus ignores her question (the answer is Yes!) but He tries to 

clarify for her. He begins to paint this beautiful picture for her with water. Water is a beautiful picture 

of salvation. First of all, you can’t live without it. You can only last about 72 hours without water. Our 

bodies are mostly water. Also, you can’t make water; you can’t manufacture it. You can purify it but 

you can’t make it. And you can’t make your own way to heaven. God has provided it. He is the 

creator of water and the creator of salvation. Physical water only provides temporary relief. It is only 

Jesus Christ Who has the ability to provide permanent satisfaction. In Christ, we have access to 

everlasting life. The Holy Spirit of God indwells the believer … everlasting water. 

 

 

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Ephesians-2-8_2-9/
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She is still thinking he is talking about physical water … she wants her thirst quenched forever and 

doesn’t want to have to come to the well anymore. Why? Because the well had become a place of 

pain for her. She is an outcast and doesn’t want to come with the other women. The harsh 

comments from them … it had become a place of pain. She didn’t want to have to come to this 

place again and face the ridicule of others.  

Here’s the thing:  

 

We seek peace, forgiveness, a filling of that void we have in our life. Oftentimes people search for 

only the things God can provide but at the same time they’re fleeing from God. She wants what 

Jesus is selling … the living water, the physical pain to go aside …. but she’s thinking physical. 

Jesus comes right to the heart of the issue – Verse 16 – He tells her to go get her husband and 

come back. You can see her countenance change. He knew right where to go and tore open a 

wound. He’s forcing her to look inside, to take a look around. That can be scary and intimidating. 

Jesus is speaking not only to her but to every one of us. Now it’s getting interesting. He sees right 

into her situation. He understands something about her we often don’t realize … she is on a search 

but she’s looking in the wrong place. She’s looking for happiness, fulfillment, purpose. We want to 

know our life matters, that we’re here for a reason. She’s looking for satisfaction, seeking relief from 

her pain and she’s desiring forgiveness for what she’s done … and she’s looking for unfailing love. 

Every single one of us, we’re on a quest for Love, an unfailing love. We try to satisfy those things 

that we long for with all types of physical things. We don’t know the details but she’s seeking 

something in her life, she’s trying to find love. We are on the same search … we desire to be loved 

too. We try all different types of things in order to have that thirst quenched. We know what 

quenches it is not purified water from Sam’s Club, it is Living Water.  

 

Take a look inside, just like Jesus forced the Samaritan woman at the well … what she was chasing, 

how she was trying to experience love … We’re looking for love through physical things. We should 

take care of the temple of God, but we shouldn’t attach our worth to how we look. Maybe it is thrills 

… we think if we have that adrenaline rush we’ll have a good time in life. But if we’re seeking some 

thrill in our life and attach it to how people look at us, we’re out of bounds. 

How about pleasure? Nothing says I’m ready to party like a glass of chocolate milk! Everybody loves 

the party guy or gal. Let’s tie one on and have a good time! We’re seeking pleasure. When you let 

peer pressure drive you to that place … you don’t want to be different from everybody else or be 

thought of as a weirdo … what are you seeking? Love. We want people to like us so we tie our 

being satisified with pleasure. 

We want our boss to like us because we’re doing a good job. We’re attaching the love of other 

people to what we do for a living. As a believer in Christ, you should give your best effort in 

everything you do, but it should all be about Christ … serving Him … and not seeking the approval 

of other people. 
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Sometimes we tie what we’re missing in our lives to religion. Sometimes people become more 

“religious” so they feel better or less guilty.  

Sometimes we seek that unconditional love through relationships. Is there anything wrong with 

being in a loving relationship with your husband or wife? No. But you don’t complete one another, 

that’s a fallacy created by Hollywood – “you complete me.” You know I love my wife, but she doesn’t 

complete me nor do I complete her. Jesus Christ completes both of us. As we grow closer to Him, 

we grow closer to one another. Anything other than Jesus … we’re off track. 

 

 

 

How about wealth? Sometimes we tie our desire for love and satisfaction to our wealth. We think if 

we have more money we’ll be complete. Can I let you in on a little secret? We are never happy, we 

are never satisfied. We are always wanting a little bit more than we have. We can’t attach our sense 

of worth to wealth. 

We all seek acceptance and love in earthly things from time to time but at the end of the day we’re 

still thirsty because none of those things can provide what you’re looking for. Why? Because it’s not 

a physical issue, it’s a spiritual issue that manifests itself in physical ways. The only person that can 

fill that need in your life is Jesus Christ. He is the only way. He is the Living Water. He is the gift of God. 

John 4:19 - “The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet.” 

Her spiritual eyes are starting to open. She saying there’s something different about that guy. She’s 

starting to get it. Jump down to Verse 25. 

John 4:25-29 – “The woman saith unto him, I know that Messias cometh, which is called Christ: 

when he is come, he will tell us all things. 26 Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he. 27 

And upon this came his disciples, and marvelled that he talked with the woman: yet no man said, 

What seekest thou? or, Why talkest thou with her? 28 The woman then left her waterpot, and went 

her way into the city, and saith to the men, 29 Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I 

did: is not this the Christ?” 

Notice He says ‘I am He.’ You can almost see Jesus lean in and say, ‘I am Him.’ He didn’t announce 

this in the courts of the temple to the religious leaders or to the political leaders. Who does He tell? 

Some ostracized woman in a rejected people group. The one person He lets in on His secret, who is 

shacked up and been in 5 marriages! Notice the woman left her water pot. That water pot 

represents the burden she had been carrying. It wasn’t a pitcher, it was a water pot. She had to fill it 

and carry that burden all the way home. She dreaded that walk because it reminded her she had 

been ostracized. But when she hears this guy is the Messiah, the Christ, she leaves that water pot 

right there. She lets go of the burden, the thing that symbolized the attempts to satisfy her need to 

be accepted and loved. She left it at the feet of Jesus; she is not carrying it any more.  
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Notice she went her way into the city and said to the men … do you think it’s the 5 plus the 1? Look 

at Verse 29 – Come see Him, this guy Who told me everything that I had ever done. Jesus had the 

ability to look into her life and the intimate details and the sins she had committed …that is 

fascinating enough … but Jesus knew everything about her and still loved her. The same is true with 

you. He knows things you would never tell anyone else … your thoughts, your insecurities, the 

struggles, the temptations, the times you feel like walking away from Him … and He still loves you! 

 

It’s amazing to me that God would love me! The God of the universe, Who owes me nothing, loves 

me enough to die in my place. The same is true for you! Jesus is the answer! What’s the question? 

Doesn’t matter! He’s the answer! He’s the One you’ve been looking for, the only One that can satisfy 

the longing, the One Who can give you what you need … the Living Water. God loves you! 

The things of this life will let you down, even the people you’re closest to will let you down, but God 

won’t let you down. How do we get to drink this living water? The same way the lady did … all 

you’ve got to do is ask and He’ll give it to you. You’ve spent your whole life trying to find unfailing 

love, but it’s time to get honest and admit it’s not working because you’re trying to fill a hole that can 

only be filled by Jesus Christ. It’s time to take a drink and never thirst again! 

 

Remember Nicodemus? He was the most religious, upstanding man and Jesus told Him he must be 

born again. No matter where you fall on the spectrum, we can only be saved by God’s grace. He 

gives it to us if we ask Him. 

We try all types of things to quench our thirst…  

Believer, if you’ve already drunk of the Living Water of Jesus Christ, have you grown tired of 

drinking water? Have you walked away from the well and started to drink of the other things of the 

world, looking for satisfaction with what the world offers? It’s time to come back to the well. It 

doesn’t mean you’ve lost your salvation, but it means that it’s easy for us to wander away and 

become intrigued with the drinks of the world. Jesus Christ is the only person that can give you what 

you’re looking for. He’s not going to make you drink the water. He says here it is; just ask and I’ll 

give it to you.  

If you don’t have 100% assurance of eternal life -- Click here for information on how to be saved 

and spend eternity in heaven.  

Ask Jesus to give you the ability to seek the things that we all long for in Him and Him only. 

https://www.gracebaptistls.com/salvation
https://www.gracebaptistls.com/salvation
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It is Memorial Day weekend, a time to remember the sacrifice that’s been paid by our military men 

and women so that we can have the freedoms we enjoy so much every day. We also need to stop 

and see the sacrifice Jesus made on the Cross. The Lord’s Supper is intended to be a time for the 

church to remember the sacrifice and the price that was paid … how His body was broken and His 

blood was spilled. We’re going to celebrate the Lord’s Supper today. It is a serious time. Scripture 

tells us in 1Corinthians Chapter 11 to enter this time very seriously. Examine your heart and make 

everything right with God prior to partaking. I want to encourage you to spend some quiet time 

confessing any sin you might have and making yourself clean before partaking of the Lord’s Supper. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Knowing You, Jesus   

GraceBaptistLS.com  

 

 

 

 

The preceding notes were taken from a sermon by Brad Nelson, Pastor of Grace Baptist Church in Lee's Summit, Missouri.  The notes are in 

no way endorsed by Pastor Nelson, but are shared for the benefit of furthering God's kingdom. Feel free to share with anyone you are led by 

the Spirit to do so. Any errors or discrepancies contained in this document, although not intended, are those of the transcriber. 

†    Father, we come as believers, asking You to cleanse us from our sin and help us to always and 

only seek to drink from Your well, the well of Living Water. The things of this world, they glitter, 

they shine, but they never satisfy. Nothing can compare to You! You are our righteousness. We desire 

to live for You more and more every day. Thank You for the high price that’s been paid for our 

salvation. 

We pray this in Jesus’ name, Amen. †   

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-Corinthians-Chapter-11/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTTlSx6zXio
https://www.gracebaptistls.com/

