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1Samuel 8:1-5 - "And it came to pass, when Samuel was old, that he made his sons judges over 

Israel. 2 Now the name of his firstborn was Joel; and the name of his second, Abiah: they were 

judges in Beersheba. 3 And his sons walked not in his ways, but turned aside after lucre, and took 

bribes, and perverted judgment. 4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves together, and 

came to Samuel unto Ramah, 5 And said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy 

ways: now make us a king to judge us like all the nations." 

Think of a person in your life that's not a believer. How are you different from them? How does your 

life look different from their life in terms of involvement? Maybe ... different priorities? what you think 

about? what you talk about? places you go? what you read? things you do? how you view life? 

If you look at statistical data, there's really no statistical difference between a believer and a non-

believer. That's troubling! There ought to be some evidence we can look at in our lives that make us, 

as believers, different from someone who doesn't know Jesus Christ! 

In Western Christianity, there is a movement toward culture. We don't want to be too "peculiar" to 

those outside. Christians are designing services to attract or reach the lost world ... but God hasn't 

called us as believers to be culturally relevant. The "thing" that draws people to God is Jesus! We 

need to live in "peculiar-land"! We ought to be peculiar to people who don't know God. If we don't 

have the influence of God in our life, we will drift towards culture. 

God desires something different for us. This may be one of the biggest challenges of Christians in 

Western culture. This is important because God desires for us to live in a particular way. But because 

of the simplicity of the Gospel, it becomes difficult! 

1Samuel 8:5 - "And said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make 

us a king to judge us like all the nations."  Like all the nations ... Israel wanted to be like everybody 

else. God didn't want that! We are God's chosen people! 

Psalms 135:4 - "For the LORD hath chosen Jacob unto himself, and Israel for his peculiar treasure."  

They were valuable to God! 

Deuteronomy 14:2 - “For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God, and the LORD hath 

chosen thee to be a peculiar people unto himself, above all the nations that are upon the earth.”  

Peculiar ... above all nations. God chose Israel to be a peculiar treasure. They weren't to be like 

everybody else. He wanted them to be unique. 

What God desired to do in the nation of Israel, He desires to do in the church. Something unique ... 

even to the early believers it was a foreign concept. Did you ever consider the price that was paid for 

you? The church and its members ought to be peculiar! Our tendency is to be conforming to the 

world. We don't want to be different, or the oddball, or thought of as strange. So our tendency is to 

conform to the world. But God wants something else. 

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-Samuel-8-2/
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The church hasn't replaced Israel in God's heart -- to say it has is not true. The church can't claim the 

promises of Israel. They are not the same. 

Titus 2:11-14 - "For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 12 Teaching 

us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this 

present world; 13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our 

Saviour Jesus Christ; 14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify 

unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works."  The things that we deny ... ungodliness and 

worldly lusts. To deny is to refuse. These are things we shouldn't be involved in. There are certain 

things that we ought not to do. 

Ephesians 5:8-12 - "For ye were sometimes darkness, but now [are ye] light in the Lord: walk as 

children of light: 9 (For the fruit of the Spirit [is] in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) 10 

Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. 11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of 

darkness, but rather reprove [them]. 12 For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done 

of them in secret."  Some time in your past, you were darkness ... but now ye are light. Have not 

fellowship with unfruitful works. Don't even talk about them! You ought to be ashamed of some of the 

things you were involved in in your past! We need to critically evaluate our engagement with 

ungodliness. What are you letting in your life? What are you allowing into your heart that's ungodly? 

Do you not think that impacts you? It IS impacting you! It desensitizes you! We need to be more 

diligent as believers, what we're allowing in our lives. 

Romans 1:28-32 - "And even as they did not like to retain God in [their] knowledge, God gave them 

over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; 29 Being filled with all 

unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, 

deceit, malignity; whisperers, 30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of 

evil things, disobedient to parents, 31 Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural 

affection, implacable, unmerciful: 32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such 

things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them." 

Romans Chapter One is a picture of man's downward spiral. Verse 29 - implacable=stubborn 

We don't want to hear this--some will say it's legalistic--but it's not: There is behavior that Christians 

shouldn't be involved in! 

1Thessalonians 4:3-5 - “For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain 

from fornication: That every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and 

honour; 5 Not in the lust of concupiscence, even as the Gentiles which know not God:"   

Do you want to be in the will of God? Be sanctified! Concupiscence=passion. Generally, if the world is 

accepting something, God doesn't. There ought to be a difference in you! 
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Ephesians 2:1-3 - "And you [hath he quickened], who were dead in trespasses and sins; 2 Wherein 

in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of 

the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 3 Among whom also we all had our 

conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; 

and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others."  You used to walk according to the course 

of this world, but God made you alive! How often do you tell your flesh "no"? No, you're not going to 

watch that; or no, you're not going to read that; or no, you're not going to eat that ...  There is not one 

good thing in our flesh; it is wicked, it is vile! But God redeemed you and you are special because of 

that. Now He's asking you to live in a peculiar way. 

Ephesians 4:22-24 - "That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is 

corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 24 And that ye put 

on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness."  

Conversation=lifestyle. Deceitful lusts ... they're deceitful! Your flesh is lying to you, thinking it is going 

to fulfill you, but it's not! 

1Timothy 6:9 - "But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and [into] many foolish and 

hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition."  Notice it doesn't say 'they that ARE rich' 

-- but 'they that WILL BE rich'. Not only are your lusts deceitful, they are foolish! Don't be duped! 

Why? Because you're investing in your life something that's foolish. Invest in eternity instead :) 

Be holy, which means "set apart". Be peculiar for the Lord! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The preceding notes were created from a sermon by Brad Nelson,  Associate Pastor of Grace Baptist Church 

in Lee's Summit, Missouri.  They are in no way endorsed by Pastor Nelson, but are shared for the benefit of 

God's teaching  and furthering His kingdom. Feel free to share these notes with anyone you are led by the 

Spirit to do so. Any errors or discrepancies contained in this document, although not intended,  are those of  

the transcriber. 

 

✞   Father, help us to live as peculiar people so You are glorified!  ✞ 

 

 

 


