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Watch:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IBldwZ-F6SE 

================================================================================== 

 

               Inviting all to COME to Christ, GROW in faith, and GO change the world 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel of John  
The Tree (Part 2) 

Turn to John Chapter 19. Have you ever gotten blood on a garment, or maybe on a floor or piece of 

furniture? Blood stains are the worst, aren’t they? They are hard to get out. Some stains aren’t as 

hard to get out as others. We were doing the LFBI (Living Faith Bible Institute) class yesterday and 

we just had the carpets cleaned here … I went to set my coffee down and spilled my coffee … but 

thankfully it cleaned up! 

Our son Drew had his car broken into in St. Louis. Whoever broke into the car must have cut himself 

and there was blood all over the car. The repair shop said having blood in the car was a biohazard 

and they replaced the entire seat because blood had soaked into the seat.  

But what I’ve noticed is a recent phenomenon in Christianity to remove the blood. I’ve seen it in the 

songs that we sing and even in certain translations of the Bible where ‘blood’ will be removed. Even 

sermons aren’t preached about the blood of Jesus Christ. I don’t know if it’s offensive or archaic, but 

you have to understand that it’s only by the precious blood of Christ that we’re able to be believers 

in Christ. But it ain’t coming out … it’s going to be there!  

Today we’re going to talk about the blood, the truth of God’s Word. This is a little different sermon 

today. I didn’t get to finish the sermon last week, so we’ll have more time to dive a little deeper into 

this idea of the blood of Jesus Christ.  

John 19:31-37 (above) 

You may recall from our talk last week from John Chapter 19 that Jesus has been crucified. He’s 

hanging on the Cross. He’s crucified between two other thieves. The Jews come to Pilate and have  

John 19:31-37 – “The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should not remain upon the 

cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an high day,) besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that 

they might be taken away. 
32

 Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other which was crucified 

with him. 
33

 But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs: 
34

 But one of the 

soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water. 
35

 And he that saw it bare record, and 

his record is true: and he knoweth that he saith true, that ye might believe. 
36

 For these things were done, that the scripture 

should be fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be broken. 
37

 And again another scripture saith, They shall look on him whom 

they pierced.” 
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a request. Notice the parentheses in the verse -- 

John 19:31 - “The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should not 

remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an high day,) besought Pilate 

that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away.” 

This wasn’t the normal Sabbath day. This is a high day, a special Sabbath day in addition to the 

weekly Sabbath. They’re celebrating the Passover Feast which led into the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread. They had special Sabbaths that were considered high holy days. Make a mental note: It is 

the Passover when Jesus Christ is crucified.  

In Jewish law, in the Book of Deuteronomy, God made a  provision that if someone were to be 

crucified, they had to be taken off the Cross by the end of the day. That wasn’t the Roman practice 

though. They would leave the bodies that were crucified on the cross for days, sometimes 2 or 3 

days after. They wanted to make an example. 

Verse 31 - They wanted to break the legs of the crucified so they could go home and get ready for 

the high Passover! When you are stretched out on the Cross, with your arms and legs out, you had 

to push up on your feet in order to breathe. When they broke their legs, they weren’t able to push up 

anymore, they would suffocate to death. What a horrible way to die! But maybe it would be a little 

better than hanging there for days. 

Deuteronomy 21:22-23 – “And if a man have committed a sin worthy of death, and he be to be put 

to death, and thou hang him on a tree: 23 His body shall not remain all night upon the tree, but thou 

shalt in any wise bury him that day; (for he that is hanged is accursed of God;) that thy land be not 

defiled, which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance.” 

Proverbs 12:10 - “A righteous man regardeth the life of his beast: but the tender mercies of the 

wicked are cruel.” 

John 19:32-34 – “Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other which 

was crucified with him. 33 But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they 

brake not his legs: 34 But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there 

out blood and water.” 

When you were crucified, your death resulted from one of two things: suffocation or going into 

hypoglycemic shock due to loss of blood. Their heart rate would increase from trying to pump blood 

that’s not there. Fluids would build up around their heart and lungs and they would eventually die of 

heart failure. Jesus was dead but the soldier wanted to make sure so he pierced Him to be sure. 

Horrible!  

God painted a picture of this for us in Scripture right at the very beginning. In the Creation account, 

God creates Adam and then creates Eve for Adam. He caused a deep sleep to come upon Adam 

and opened up his side and took a bone and formed Eve. The church is called the bride of Christ 

and the church was born out of the womb from His side. God showed us a picture of what would 

transpire thousands of years later on the Cross. 
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Why blood? 

Why did the blood of Jesus have to be spilled as a sacrifice for us? If you’re familiar with the story of 

Creation and the fall of mankind … they are in the garden, have been given commandment, ‘Eat of 

the tree and you will surely die.’ When somebody tells you not to do something, our tendency is to 

go and do that! We’re all like that! They disobeyed God so they now will die spiritually. They are 

separated from God, no fellowship with God now because of their sinfulness. God shows up in the 

garden and begins to talk about what’s happened … at the end of that conversation -- 

Precedent set in Genesis 3:21 - “Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of 

skins, and clothed them.” 

Adam and Eve had taken fig leaves and sewn them together, but when God shows up He made 

them a garment from skins of an animal. This is the first death in Scripture. Something had to die to 

make those skins, those leather coverings that they had on. I would submit to you that the thing that 

died that day was a lamb. Something innocent died to pay for the sinfulness of man in order to 

provide a covering for mankind. This disobedience has been passed down from generation to 

generation. 

Fallen nature has been passed to all of mankind  

Romans 5:12 - “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so 

death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:” 

That ‘one man’ is Adam. All of us are sinners. There is no one that has been born that hasn’t fallen 

subject to sinfulness. The consequence of sin is death. We’re all going to die physically, but more 

importantly this speaks to our spiritual death. The second death is hell for those who are not saved.  

Sin nature is often described as “flesh” 

Romans 7:18 - “For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is 

present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not.” 

Paul, who I believe is the greatest Christian who ever lived, said no good thing was in him. Paul is 

engaged in an internal warfare. He tells people the right thing to do and he does the opposite, the 

battle between the old nature and new nature. In our flesh is no good thing. 

Life of the flesh is blood 

Leviticus 17:11 - “For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to 

make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul.” 

Leviticus is everybody’s favorite Book, right? The life of the flesh is in the blood. That’s true 

physically, isn’t it? That blood is tainted because of sin. That’s why the Jews were not to partake of 

the blood. Sin taints blood, which is the life of the flesh. Every person who has graced this planet 

has that issue, except Jesus Christ. He was tempted, yet without sin. He was a carpenter! I 

guarantee you he missed a nail … and He never sinned! He was perfect and as a result the blood 

that flowed through His veins was a perfect blood. Scripture tells us it was the very blood of God. 

That blood has done so many things for us in our Christian life. 
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God’s blood 

Acts 20:28 - “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy 

Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own 

blood.” 

With the precious shed blood of Jesus Christ, we have…  

 

Been Purchased  

Acts 20:28 (above). He’s telling them to make sure you’re doing a good job feeding the sheep. The 

blood was purchased with God’s own blood. Notice it says as a result of that blood, He has 

purchased us. Every one of us has a sin debt we cannot pay on our own. Jesus purchased us from 

that. What a blessing! It was God’s blood that paid that sin debt. 

Remission of sins 

Romans 3:25 - “Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare 

his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;” 

Through faith in His blood … It is our faith in the blood of Jesus Christ that has been shed that we 

can have remission of sins. ‘Remission’ means ‘a passing over, a letting go, a dismissal’. Because 

of the blood of Jesus and our faith in Him, He gives us remission. He passes over all of those sins, 

He dismisses them because of the blood of Jesus Christ. I am thankful for that! I have done so 

many things that I would be ashamed for you to even know and maybe all of you would have a 

similar testimony. But in Christ, as we put our faith in His blood, He passes over that! What a 

blessing! 

Justified  

Romans 5:9 - “Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath 

through him.” 

We are justified by His blood. You are unjust, I am unjust. We are guilty before God. Yet through the 

blood of Jesus Christ, we are shown to be just. We are righteous on the basis of His righteousness. If you 

are a believer in Jesus Christ, God sees His Son and what He did. He views you through the blood 

of Jesus Christ. 

Redeemed 

Ephesians 1:7 - “In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according 

to the riches of his grace;” 

We have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins. We have been redeemed! That 

word literally means ‘the ransom has been paid.’ No one could pay it for you but Jesus. He paid the 

ransom we could not pay ourselves. 

1Peter 1:18-19 – “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as 

silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 19 But with the 

precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:” 
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There is no amount of money that you could give to redeem yourself for forgiveness. Being a 

church-goer doesn’t save you. Being a member of a particular denomination or being baptized as a 

child to enter a particular church doesn’t save you. 

Been made nigh 

Ephesians 2:13 - “But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the 

blood of Christ.” 

You were at distance from God, you were separated from God because of your sinfulness. But 

because of Jesus Christ, we can enter into fellowship with God because our sin debt has been paid. 

We were the enemies of God because of our sin, yet through the shed blood of Jesus Christ He 

allows us to come into His presence. What a blessing! 

Forgiven  

Colossians 1:14 - “In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:” 

We have all these things, and now we have forgiveness of sins through the blood of Jesus Christ. 

Prior to getting saved, I felt the weight of my own sinfulness. I knew a lot of the things I was doing in 

life wasn’t right. Scripture teaches us that each human is hard-wired with a conscience, and when 

we go contrary to that, we feel the guilt associated with violating God’s moral law. We carry the 

weight of guilt with us. A lot of times we see the burden that people are hauling around. They have 

this tremendous guilt weighing them down. But through Jesus’ blood, we are forgiven! I have come 

across people who don’t believe God would forgive them for all they’ve done wrong. He knows what 

we’ve done and is willing to forgive us through Jesus’ blood! 

Peace 

Colossians 1:20 - “And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all 

things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.” 

Notice it says we can have peace by the blood of Jesus. The most important peace is peace with 

God. He mentions the word ‘reconcile’. We were at odds with God because of our sin and now we 

can have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Knowing we are good with God through 

the blood of Christ gives us peace. 

A purged conscience  

Hebrews 9:14 - “How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 

himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” 

By the blood of Jesus, we have the opportunity to have our conscience purged by the blood of 

Jesus. 

Bold access to the throne of God 

Hebrews 10:19 - “Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of 

Jesus,” 

You have bold access into the throne room of God! We can come into the holiest. He’s using the 

example of the tabernacle or the temple which had 3 major compartments or rooms. It had an outer 

court, a holy place where the candle was and the table of blood were in that holy place. Then there 
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was a veil that separated all of that from the most holy place, where the ark of the covenant was. 

That is where God abode. He dwelt upon the mercy seat that was the lid to the ark of the covenant. 

Only one time a year the high priest would sprinkle blood as an atonement on the mercy seat. What 

the writer of Hebrews is saying here is that because of the blood of Jesus, we can go right into the 

throne room of God, boldly … not because we’re worthy but because Jesus Christ shed His blood 

for us. That has to do with our entrance into eternal life, our opportunity to take our prayer to God … 

no more high priests or mediators are necessary other than the Lord Jesus Christ … only because 

of Jesus’ shed blood. 

Cleansed 

1John 1:7 - “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, 

and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” 

We can be clean before God, have our conscience purged and experience forgiveness! We have 

the opportunity to confess our sins and He will cleanse us from all unrighteousness. All because of 

the shed blood of Jesus. 

Don’t take the blood out of the equation! It is only by the blood that we have these things! 

John 19:35-37 – “And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth that he 

saith true, that ye might believe. 36 For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled, 

A bone of him shall not be broken. 37 And again another scripture saith, They shall look on him 

whom they pierced.” 

I asked you to remember the time of the year, the Jewish calendar, when Jesus was crucified. As 

He’s on the Cross, the Jewish people are getting ready to celebrate the Passover. Let’s connect 

some dots …  

Jesus was the Lamb 

John 1:29 - “The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, 

which taketh away the sin of the world.”  

 

That just wasn’t a nice compliment John was making, he is teaching a doctrine to those who are 

listening. It is Passover time … Jesus is the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world. 

 

Jesus is our Passover 

1Corinthians 5:7 - “Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are 

unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us:” 

The Feast of Unleavened Bread immediately follows the Passover. Paul is looking back into those 

feasts of the Old Testament and he’s saying Christ was our Passover, sacrificed for us. The Jewish 

people would commemorate what happened in Exodus Chapter 12. God tells the nation of Israel to 

kill a lamb and put the blood of the lamb on their house. Anybody with the blood won’t suffer the 

wrath of God and die.  
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Commemorated Passover from Exodus 12 

Exodus 12:13 - “And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when 

I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I 

smite the land of Egypt.” 

One of the greatest pictures we have of the Passover is God saying, ‘If you have the blood, you will 

be spared from the wrath. I will remit over you because I see the blood.’ The same is true in our own 

life when we have the blood of Jesus, He views us through that blood and we don’t have to 

experience the wrath like those who are still in that first birth, that sin nature. That is why we’ve got 

to be, as Jesus said, born again through the blood of Jesus Christ. When He sees that blood, He 

passes over. 

Let’s connect another dot … 

Exodus 12:46 - “In one house shall it be eaten; thou shalt not carry forth ought of the flesh abroad 

out of the house; neither shall ye break a bone thereof.” 

Exodus Chapter 12 is filled with things that relate to Jesus. ‘it’ is the lamb. The soldier was getting 

ready to break Jesus’ legs but He was already dead, wasn’t He? Way back in Exodus 12, God was 

painting a picture. Another prophecy about Jesus -- 

Psalms 34:20 - “He keepeth all his bones: not one of them is broken.” 

John 19:37 – says they shall look on Him whom they have pierced. Look at Zechariah -- 

Zechariah 12:10 - “And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 

the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and 

they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one 

that is in bitterness for his firstborn.” 

They will look upon me whom they have pierced. He’s fulfilling Scripture, prophecies thousands of 

years before He was born.  

Hebrews 12:1-2 – “Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of 

witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run 

with patience the race that is set before us, 2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; 

who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at 

the right hand of the throne of God.” 

Look unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith. We come to Christ by looking at Him and 

esteeming Him worthy of our faith and putting our trust in His death, burial and resurrection. We go 

through life firmly planted on what He did for us. There’s no way we can casually look upon what He 

did for us!  

Look in Revelation Chapter 1 – There will come again a day when the world will look upon Him 

Who was pierced. He bears the scars of our sin and there’s coming a day when He’s going to return 

and we’ll look upon Him Who was pierced. 
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Revelation 1:7-8 – “Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also 

which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen. 8 I am 

Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and 

which is to come, the Almighty.” 

That’s Him! He came the first time to give us eternal life, but He’s returning again to establish His 

kingdom and He’s taking no prisoners. 

He came as the Lamb of God to take away the sin of the world, but is coming back as the Lion of Judah. 

 

John 19:35 … that ye might believe. John was at the foot of His Cross. He saw all of these things 

that happened to Him and it says it is true! The primary objective is that we might believe. He wants 

people to put their faith and trust in Him and experience all of the blessing associated with being 

under the blood. It’s all woven in Scripture from the very beginning to the end.  

Are you under the blood? Have you made Jesus your personal Saviour? 

 

If you’re not saved, you are under the wrath of God and bound for eternal condemnation. It all begins with a 

relationship with Jesus. If there’s anyone who doesn’t know Jesus as Saviour, God has made a way for you 

to be saved through Jesus Christ. It requires humility. Our goal is to be able to stand before God with a clear 

conscience. Scripture says that every single one of us were the enemies of God. Guess what God did? He 

loved you, He blessed you. Why? So that the goodness of God would lead us to repentance; so we could 

become a child of God.  

The consequence of sin is death. Nothing sinful can be in God’s presence. Jesus came for the purpose of 

making a path back to God. He is the only way to heaven. We can have eternal life through Jesus Christ. If 

you don’t have that assurance of spending eternity in heaven, if you’ve never trusted Christ as your Saviour, 

Click here for information on how to spend eternity in heaven.  

Jesus has the ability to breathe life into your dead soul by trusting Him as Your Saviour, by confessing, 

repenting and calling upon His name to save you. If you do that, you can know you have eternal life (1John 

5:13).  

 

Weekly Challenge: 

 

  

Colossians 1:14 

  

  

Exodus 11-12 

 

“Father, thank you for shedding your perfect and precious blood so that I might have eternal life.” 

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Romans-5-10/
https://www.gracebaptistls.com/salvation
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-John-5-13/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-John-5-13/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Colossians-1-14/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Exodus-Chapter-11/
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Who in your life needs to know what Jesus has done for them?  

How might you go about sharing the gospel with them this week? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   There’s Power in the Blood   

 

GraceBaptistLS.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The preceding notes were taken from a sermon by Brad Nelson, Pastor of Grace Baptist Church in Lee's Summit, Missouri.  The notes are in 

no way endorsed by Pastor Nelson, but are shared for the benefit of furthering God's kingdom. Feel free to share with anyone you are led by 

the Spirit to do so. Any errors or discrepancies contained in this document, although not intended, are those of the transcriber. 

†    Father, we come into Your presence and we pray that You would open a door of utterance and give us an 

opportunity to share Your good news with someone. Thank You for the blood of Jesus Christ. I pray that these 

truths we’ve talked about today would change us; that they would cause us to live more fully for You. May we 

never take the shed blood of Jesus for granted.  

We pray that You would help us to be Light this week, all for Your glory. 

We give Jesus all the honour, glory and praise and ask all of these things in the name of our Saviour. Amen.    †   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cNzJf8_ZGTM
https://www.gracebaptistls.com/

