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Watch:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VUAlXXtdID8 

================================================================================== 

 

               Inviting all to COME to Christ, GROW in faith, and GO change the world 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL OF JOHN - The Truth 
Part Thirty-one 

I’ve been told I better be good today because everybody’s tired. We’ll have fun nonetheless, right? 

Let’s go ahead and get started. 

I’m fascinated with fads, different fads and phases that society goes through. Can you recognize the 

fad before it’s over or are you one of those who hang onto them forever? We have put some 

pictures of fads up on the big screen … how many of them do you recognize? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Silly Bands, Snuggies, Lava Lamp, Beanie Babies, Cabbage Patch Dolls,  

Chia Pets, Leg Warmers, Bell Bottom Pants, Mood Rings, Mullet Haircut  

 

I’m amazed at the people who come up with ideas like that and can make millions of dollars. Then 

I’m amazed at the suckers who buy them!  

 

 

John 8:30-32 – “As he spake these words, many believed on him. 
31

 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on 

him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 
32

 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make 

you free.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VUAlXXtdID8
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There are fads all over the place today. Serious question: Is your relationship with Jesus a fad? 

Fads come and go, don’t they? They’re hot for awhile and maybe hang on for a few years and then 

go away. Then they come back and are retro-cool and then go away again. Is your relationship with 

Jesus like that? There are people in my family that thought my new relationship with Jesus would 

just go away … like a fad … and here we are some 30 years later! 

Jesus wants to be our lifelong fascination. He wants us to pursue Him with our life. I’ve seen people 

come and go around here, not just because they went somewhere else, but they stopped pursuing 

the Lord. You wonder, was the decision real when they trusted Christ? It’s not for me to say. I can’t 

look into their heart – that’s between them and the Lord. But the ability of our faith to be lasting 

proves to be the reality of our present profession. 

 

 

 

 

Our ability to follow Christ for the long-haul is an indicator that we trusted Christ for real. There is an 

evidence when our faith is real. Let’s look in John Chapter 8, a famous passage, a verse that’s 

often quoted by those who even aren’t believers in Christ. 

John 8:30-32 – “As he spake these words, many believed on him. 31 Then said Jesus to those Jews 

which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;” (continued below) 

He’s told them He was the Messiah and says, ‘If you don’t believe on me, you will die in your sin.’ 

Many of them become believers in Christ. As I look across the room, I see people who have heard 

the story of Christ, how He became the Messiah, He died and rose again the third day … our sin 

debt has been paid … most of you have heard that story and believed it. But it doesn’t stop there. 

He not only wants us to believe, but He wants us to follow Him with our life. America has 

unfortunately made a “sinner’s prayer”, a box that we check off … but it’s not just about that 

moment … then He desires for us to spend our life following Him. We get all excited about the 

conversion … and we should be … but it’s also true that God is excited about the decision to follow 

too. Two different decisions. We can trust Him as Saviour but not follow Jesus. Jesus and God are 

just as excited about the choice to follow Him.  

Verse 31 – Now He’s talking to the believers. First He’s talking to the Jews who aren’t believers, 

then He begins to direct His comments to those who are saved. Look what He says to them: “If ye 

continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 32And ye shall know the truth, and the truth 

shall make you free.”  

Notice the very first word of Jesus’ comment: “IF”.  If you’re a programmer or IT person, you know 

what an “if statement” is. One of the evidences that we are a genuine Christ-follower is if we 

continue in His Word. Other places in Scripture, that same word is translated as “abide”. Abide 

means to continue, endure in our relationship with His Word. Our relationship as a Christ-believer 

with His Word is so vital in our life. He says, if you continue in my Word, then you’re my disciple 

indeed; implying that if we’re not in His Word, we’re not a Christ-follower. 

 

Our future loyalty proves the reality of our present profession. 
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Sometimes it’s hard to continue in His Word, isn’t it? Jesus says He is ‘the bread of life’ from 

heaven, sent from God to feed mankind. And the people say, ‘That’s a hard saying, Jesus.’ Look at 

John Chapter 6. 

John 6:66-69 – “From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him. 67 

Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? 68 Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to 

whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. 69 And we believe and are sure that thou art 

that Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

They were disciples, yes? They went back and walked no more with Him! Then Jesus asks, ‘Will 

you also go away?’ So we can see many of the people who were following Him went back because 

they couldn’t continue to abide in His Word … and Peter made one of the greatest statements in 

Scripture (Verse 68). 

 

  

We need to abide in God’s Word. We need to stand in God’s Word. This Book, this Bible, is an 

unbelievable gift from God to you. God Almighty has taken the time to give us as His children a book 

that we can go to and understand His very thoughts for our life. We can grow in our knowledge of 

Him; it will guide us in our walk. 

Five ways to Continue in His word…  

 

Read regularly 
1Timothy 4:13 – “Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.” 

Deuteronomy 17:19 - “And it shall be with him, and he shall read therein all the days of his life: that 

he may learn to fear the LORD his God, to keep all the words of this law and these statutes, to do 

them:” 

What’s the point of reading? Doing. We talk a lot here at Grace about our need, as followers of 

Christ, to read God’s Word. You’ll hear that preached often. But it’s not an exercise we’re going 

through for the point of exercise … it’s to grow and learn the fear of God, to keep His statutes and 

apply them. It does us no good to read it if we don’t follow it. Not a reader? I wasn’t either, but this 

isn’t like reading “War & Peace” or “Moby Dick” … it’s not like reading the newspaper. This is the 

very Word of God. These are God’s thoughts to you! It’s amazing! You can open it and read it and 

God is speaking to you through it. That’s amazing to me! What do you want, the Reader’s Digest 

version? Cliff Notes? This is God’s Word to you … and you ought to have a relationship with it and 

read it. Take a little time and read God’s Word. Maybe change some of the inputs in your life … and 

put God’s Word in their place. 

 

 

The Bible is an unbelievable gift from God to you! 
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Meditate constantly 
Psalms 119:78 - “Let the proud be ashamed; for they dealt perversely with me without a cause: but 

I will meditate in thy precepts.” 

Joshua 1:8 - “This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein 

day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou 

shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.” 

That’s another famous passage, isn’t it? Joshua is giving you and me the key to a successful life. 

How many of you want to be successful? I do. We all want to be successful, we all want to prosper. 

What does He tell us we need to do? Meditate on God’s Word. Meditation is nothing more than 

focused thought. Let God’s Word rattle around in your mind and think on it. What’s the end game? 

Meditate so that I can do it. When I start to do God’s Word, then I experience prosperity and 

success. Immediately, our Western minds think about material things but that’s not necessarily what 

He’s talking about. If you meditate and apply God’s Word, I guarantee you will be spiritually 

successful. 

 

Discuss it frequently 

Psalms 119:13 - “With my lips have I declared all the judgments of thy mouth.” 

Deuteronomy 30:14 - “But the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou 

mayest do it.” 

In thy mouth … you’re discussing it. You can tell a lot about a person from what they talk about. 

What do you find yourself most frequently talking about? Chiefs fans … ‘Derek Henry is a beast, 260 

pounds. Mahomes is having a rough year, isn’t he?’ What do you find yourself talking about? What 

do you discuss? 

When you talk about things, that means it has made its way into your heart. We are fellowshipping 

when we discuss God’s Word together and when we discuss it, we’re more apt to live it. 

 

Study diligently 

2Timothy 2:15 - “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 

ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 

He tells us to study so that we can be approved of God, a workman. Getting into God’s Word is 

work, but it’s worth the investment. You get out of your relationship with God what you put into your 

relationship with God. We study so we can be approved and rightly divide the Word of truth. If 

you’ve got a topic of study, you’ve got to get the tools to allow you to dig deeper and figure out what 

God wants to say to you on that topic.  

We need to be able to feed ourselves. If I, as a 53-year-old man, was still allowing my Mommy to 

feed me, wouldn’t that be weird? But it’s also weird for those who have been walking with the Lord 

for years to need to be fed, too. We need to get to the point where we can study God’s Word. You  
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have the same Spirit of God living in you as I do. Whoever your person is that you listen to or rely on 

for learning and teaching the Word of God has the same Spirit of God as you do. The only reason 

it’s good is because the Spirit is bearing witness with one another. It’s the truth of God’s Word that’s 

being spoken. Any truth you learn you will remember more when God speaks to you Himself. 

 

Obey faithfully 

James 1:25 - “But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not 

a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.” 

 

Meditating, studying or discussing doesn’t do any good if we don’t obey what we learn. Listen to 

what God says and do it. Not only hear it, do it. Christianity, to a large extent in America today, has 

become a spectator sport. We come to church, sit in the same seat, listen to the pastor, close our 

Bible at the end and by the time it’s Wednesday, we wonder what that sermon was all about? That’s 

not true of everybody, but we’ve all been there. We’ve heard it but didn’t apply it. Truth unapplied is 

forgotten quickly. 

These are 5 simple things to help us continue in the Word of God. They’re all simple, so why don’t 

we do it? Here’s a few thoughts: 

What keeps us from continuing / abiding in His word?  

 

Luke 8:11-15 – “Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 12 Those by the way side are 

they that hear; then cometh the devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should 

believe and be saved. 13 They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with 

joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away. 14 And 

that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and are choked with 

cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection. 15 But that on the good 

ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth 

fruit with patience.” 

Verse 14 – Perfection=completion, wholeness. 4 types of soil – as the seed of God’s Word is sewn 

into our lives, it falls on one of these four different types of soil. The wayside = the path that went 

around the outside of the field (like a dog path).  

Hard Heart – (no belief) 

Now Peter, in the story, talks about that being the case for people who aren’t even believers in 

Christ. It says the devil comes and snatches that seed away so it can’t take root in their life. Maybe 

you’ve heard the gospel and rejected it over and over, until finally one day a seed made its way into 

your life. But that can happen to believers … we’re not abiding because we’re not prepared for what 

God has for us. If you come with a bad attitude, most likely you’re not going to get anything out of 

His Word. We can all get hard-hearted. 
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Stony Heart (no depth) 

What kind of relationship do you have with God? Superficial or deep? Do you talk about the weather 

a lot with Him? Where are you in your relationship with Him? If we have a stony heart, it will be a 

superficial relationship. 

Distracted Heart (no focus) 

Are you trying to grow things in two different gardens? Are you focused on the things of this life or 

focused on God? When you try to follow Jesus and your own will too, you will never be all that God 

wants you to be. “Bring no fruit to perfection” means it never gets ripe, it never matures. Is that your 

walk with God? Is your heart divided? Are you chasing the things of this world, going after the riches 

of this world? If you look at Matthew 13, it is the deceitfulness of riches … because you’re deceived. 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared Heart  

One of the things you know is you have to prepare the soil. Be ready to receive what God has for 

you. How much time did you spend preparing your heart for what God has for you today? Did you 

spend as much time combing your hair or choosing what you wear? We are never going to continue 

in God’s Word if God’s Word is not abiding in us. We need to make sure we’re doing what we need 

to do to prepare our heart for what God has for us. 

If we continue, we are His disciple and get a deeper knowledge of Him. With that knowledge comes 

freedom in your life. We love freedom in America, right? Our country was founded on principles of 

freedom, liberty and justice for all. Pilgrims came here … why did they come? Religious liberty, 

religious freedom. Many people today are worried about the freedoms we have that will go away. 

But it’s amazing to me how many people are still in bondage … bondage to sin, in bondage to their 

emotions, their finances. When you apply the principles of God’s Word, it helps you to genuinely 

have freedom. Some people are in bondage to their fear, they worry. The truth shall make you free! 

Our freedom isn’t granted to us by any government, it is granted to us by God Almighty if we 

continue in His Word, abide in it, apply it, obey it. In our carnal minds, we think that submitting to 

Jesus and following Him sounds rather restrictive, robbing us of freedom. But with Jesus, we are 

more free. When we apply His Word to our life, we experience freedom. 

 

I was at my mom and dad’s recently, and they have a little puppy. She’s cute … but if you don’t 

watch out, when you open the door, she’s gone! I just cracked open the garage door and she was 

gone! Guess who got to chase her? I got to chase her! She just kept running. I thought, what is 

going on in your little bitty brain? The other side of the fence looks really fun. But what she doesn’t 

understand is everything inside the fence has been provided for her and she has everything she 

Matthew 13:18-23 – “Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower. 
19

 When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, 

and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which 

received seed by the way side. 
20

 But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, and 

anon with joy receiveth it; 
21

 Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution 

ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended. 
22

 He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the 

word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful. 
23

 But he that 

received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth 

forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.” 
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needs. That dog has it good! But you know what it wants? It wants to go outside and run away from 

the barriers. Some hawk would have a feast on that thing! 

Sometimes we’re like that with Jesus. We stand at the fence and think, if we could just get out there. 

But if we live within the principles of God’s Word, we live in prosperity and experience freedom. Do 

you know what’s on the other side of that fence? Bondage. 

We need to make sure we’re abiding where we need to abide. I want to make an invitation for those 

already saved today. If you need to be saved, I want you to be saved today. But God is challenging 

us to move beyond just belief and on to following. Be a disciple.  

If you’re here and you know Christ, but you know in your heart that you’re in that believing part only, 

then you need to start following Christ. God wants the very best for you; He really does! He wants to 

bless you abundantly, but that blessing comes when we continue in Him. Maybe you’re saved, but 

are you continuing? Are you following Him? Is He everything to you or just the latest fad? 

 

 

Based upon the truth of God’s Word, if we continue in His Word we will be His disciple and we’ll 

experience a deeper knowledge of His Word … which in turn brings freedom in our lives. Whatever 

thing is tying you up, Jesus came to give you freedom. But it’s conditional upon you abiding in His 

Word. If you’re here and you’re a believer, but you want to make the decision to be a follower, a 

disciple of Jesus, God desires to have us follow Him completely. There are some already doing that, 

but He’s calling those who aren’t to begin going deeper in a relationship with Him. 

If you’ve never made it personal, you need to believe on Him. If you don’t have that assurance of 

eternal life, if you’ve never trusted Christ as your Saviour, Click here for information on how to 

spend eternity in heaven. Jesus has the ability to breathe life into your dead soul by trusting Him 

as Your Saviour, by confessing, repenting and calling upon His name to save you. 

 

 

 

 

 

    How Great Thou Art     

GraceBaptistLS.com 

The preceding notes were taken from a sermon by Brad Nelson, Pastor of Grace Baptist Church in Lee's Summit, Missouri.  The notes are in 
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the Spirit to do so. Any errors or discrepancies contained in this document, although not intended, are those of the transcriber. 

†    Father, please continue working in our hearts and help us to follow You more faithfully. Help us to 

set aside those things in our life that are interfering with us abiding in Your Word. Maybe our heart is 

filled with stones or we have a heart that’s distracted. Please help us to have a good heart, one that’s 

ready to hear and continue in Your Word.  

We ask all of these things in the name of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.    †   

https://www.gracebaptistls.com/salvation
https://www.gracebaptistls.com/salvation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dnvg0OtupuI
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